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SUETON GRANT HOUSE, NEWPORT, R. 1. 


Razed to the ground 1898, This restoration appears as Plate 50 in Early Rhode Island Houses ; 
Isham and Brown. 








Boston. 


Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co., 
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THE SUETON GRANT HOUSE, 
NEWPORT 

JuST when this house was built will 
probably never be known, but it seems 
not unreasonable to assign it to the last 
halt of the seventeenth century. its de- 
Struction took place as recently as 1898 
and was a great loss to New England and 
an irreparable loss to Rhode Island. This 
house was one of a type which may well 
have been very common formerly, but 
which has now become of the utmost 
rarity, namely, the overhanging second- 
Story type. Surviving examples among 
others are the Parson Capen house, Tops- 
tield; the White-Ellery at Gioucester ; 
the Judge Corwin at Salem; the Board- 
man at Saugus; the Whitman at Farm- 
ington, and the Moore at Windsor, Conn. 
The destruction of any one of these would 
be a terrible loss, but Massachusetts and 
Connecticut would each of them have 
others left. The loss of the Grant house, 


however, deprived Rhode Island, to the 
best of our knowledge, of its last house 
of just that type, with a wide structural 


overhang along the entire front. The 
destruction is the more to be regretted 
since it seems that the house could have 
been moved, and judicious restoration 
would have made it the most interesting 
old house in Newport, a landmark even 
more attractive than the Old Stone Mill, 
and one financially protitable to own and 
maintain in part as a memorial open to 
the public. 

Lest we should be accused of romancing 
in stating that the Grant house could have 
been protitably so maintained we hasten 
to say a word concerning the House 
of the Seven Gables in Salem. This 
was recently bought and carefully re- 
stored by one of our members, Miss 
Caroline Emmerton, for use as a neigh- 
borhood settlement house. The visitors’ 
fee of twenty-five cents is a material 


factor in the maintenance of the settle- 
ment work. True, the house is better 
known than was the Grant house, but 
Newport is an even more popular tourist 
resort, so that visitors at the Grant house 
Should have become very numerous. 
Naturally an essential for the success 
of such planning is this: the restoration 
must be done in perfect taste by one 
thoroughly conversant with such work 
on a house of that period. 

We give a view of the house, Isham 
and Brown’s reconstruction, and their 
ground plan. The overhang was a par- 
ticularly fine one of about two feet. The 
chimney, built of stone, measured sixteen 
feet square from the cellar to the second 
floor. In the cellar the chimney tounda- 
tion contained three arched recesses on 
the back and both sides. The front of 
the chimney held the staircases from the 
foundation to the garret; that is to say, 
they were between the backs of the 
fireplaces, where several houses contain 
Secret stairs. The chimney above the 
roof had three pilaster strips of project- 
ing brick on each side and was probably 
topped with some elaboration ; but of this 
we have no record, since the original top 
was replaced by plain, modern brickwork. 

There are still left in Newport the old 
Bull house and perhaps one or two other 
examples of seventeenth century work, 
but the the Grant house is 
irreparable and a reflection on the in- 
telligence of a town which should have 
preserved it as one of its most valued 
and interesting possessions. Of eight- 
eenth century work there are still some 
superb examples, and it must be our care 
to see that the best of these are handed 
down to posterity. The co-operation of 
our Newport members will be very useful 
in bringing this about, and we can only 
hope that their numbers may increase 
rapidly. 
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BULLETIN OF 


THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


The Bulletin is published as occasion may justify for free distribution among members of the 


Society. 
for interesting news items. 


It aims to keep them in touch with the progress of its affairs and counts on their support 
Views and accounts of old houses destroyed or threatened are much 


desired. Address all communications to the Corresponding Secretary, 20 Beacon Street, Boston. 


Membership in the Society is open to any one on election by the Board of Trustees. 
are aS follows: Life, $50; Active, $5 a year ; Associate, $2 2 year. 


The dues, 
All members receive the Bulletin 


but Associate Members may not vote or hold office. 


NOTES 


Bulletin No. 2 was first printed on 
cameo paper and, since this proved un- 
Satisfactory, it was printed again, on 
white coated paper, with a slight change 
in one of the cuts. Either copy may be 
had on application to the Corresponding 
Secretary 

In future it is proposed to print the 
bulk of a Bulletin edition on white coated 
paper, which helps the half-tones but is 
not very durable. A limited edition will 
be printed on cameo paper, which is 
durable but not so good for the half-tone 
cuts. Members wishing to receive the 
more durable edition should apply to the 
Corresponding Secretary. 


We give a picture of the Meserve or 
Harvey garrison house, Dover, N. H., 
the date of the erection of 
which is uncertain. The 
lower story was of frame 
construction with brick fill- 
ing between the = studs. 
The second story is said to 
have been built of hewn 
logs. There is now prac- 
tically nothing left of the 
building. 


The President of the So- 
ciety has spoken of its aims 
on several occasions, — on 
December 4, 1910, before 
the Warren and Prescott 
Chapter, D. A. R., at the 





house of Mrs. John W. Farwell, Beacon 
Street, Boston; also on January 11, 1911, 
before the Old Hingham Chapter of the 
D.A.R. Miss Susan B. Willard, Regent 
of the Chapter, presided. 


Mr. Joseph W. Lund, one of our 
members, has called attention to the 
Ilisley house in Newburyport. It is a 
well-preserved old house, fronting the 
highway. Here it is said the first news- 
paper in Essex County was printed and 
the first “‘ordinary’’ or tavern in the 
county established. We wish it might 
come into our hands. Our Correspond- 
ing Secretary spent a day in Newburyport 
and was shown many of the fine colo- 
nial houses by Mr. Lombard, President 
of the Historical Society of Old Newbury. 


Mrs. Barrett Wendell has gone abroad 
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MESERVE OR HARVEY GARRISON HOUSE 


for a year. Before going, 
She resigned her membership 
on the Board of Trustees. 


Miss Helen F. Kimball, of 
Brookline, and Mr. Frederic 
Winthrop, of Ipswich, were 
elected Trustees of the So- 
ciety at the Trustees’ Meet- 
ings of December 29 and 
February 8, respectively. 


At a largely attended 
winter meeting of the Cam- 
bridge Historical Society, 
January 24, two members 
of the Society for the Preser- 
vation of New England Antiquities spoke. 
Mr. Bolton’s address was upon the aims 
of the Society. He was followed by Mrs. 
Gozzaldi, who read a very interesting 
paper on the romance of old Cambridge 
houses, those destroyed and those now 
standing. Great interest was shown in 
a collection of views of famous houses, 
which was passed about among the 
audience. 


Mr. John H. Sedgwick, of Milton, 
a member, has sent us a spirited appeal for 
ihe preservation of the ‘ Sutfolk Resolves 
House,” printed in the Milton Record. 
This historic house is very near the rail- 
road station. The front windows on 
either side the door have been removed and 
show windows inserted to accommodate 
tradesmen tenants. Fortunately these al- 
terations have not much injured the beau- 
tiful inside woodwork, although a corner 
post has been cut away and replaced by 
one of iron. We shall be glad to hear 
from any persons interested in this house. 


Mr. Lawrence Park, architect, recently 
gave a very instructive talk on the con- 
Struction of ancient New England houses 
before the Groton (Mass.) Historical So- 


ciety. The talk was illustrated by pic- 


SMITH GARRISON HOUSE 


tures, including a large drawing, to show 
the framework used by ear‘y builders. 


Above is a view of the Smith garrison 
house, which once stood in Newmarket, 
N. H. This house, of which only the 
cellar now remains, was, in part at least, 
very solidly built of hewn logs. The 
date of erection is uncertain. We are 
told that its demolition took place in the 
eighties, at a time when the building 
was still in sufficiently good condition to 
have been easily restored. 


Members of the Society will confer 
a great favor if they will send to the 
Librarian, at 20 Beacon Street, picture 
postals or other pictures representing old 
houses or objects of antiquarian interest. 
If these could be accompanied by notes 
as to ownership, location, condition, his- 
torical associations, or local traditions, 
they would be doubly valuable. 


The Winslow house in Marshfield is 
reported to be in poor condition. We 
wish it the fate of the Major John Brad- 
ford house, Kingston, which has been 
bought for preservation, by descendants. 
It is one of the functions of this Society 
to act as trustee in perpetuity of just such 








houses as these. Donors may easily make 
conditions by which their descendants 
have preferred treatment as prospective 
tenants, 


Mrs. Gozzaldi, of Cambridge, has had 
prepared a picture postal of the Cooper- 
Austin house on Linnzan Street. The 
house has many of the best colonial 
features and still stands amid large spread- 
ing trees in an accessible part of the city. 
rhis is probably the oldest house in 
Cambridge, and the question of its future 
should appeal to many. We understand 
that the property will come on the market 
before long. It would be an appropriate 
gift to this Society, thereby placing this 
old landmark beyond the danger of 
demolition. 


Mrs. Miller and Mr. Appleton, Trustees 
of the Society, have visited Durham, 
N. H., on several occasions to study the 
Bunker garrison house and to make 
arrangements for the measured drawings 
which appear in Bulletin No. 2, made 
by Mr. Charles R. Wait, architect. 


Woodman Garrison House, 
Durham, N.H. Built by Capt. 
John Woodman not long after 
1069. The lower story was 
built of hewn logs; the upper, 
which may have been a later 
addition, of framing boarded 
over. This building was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire in 
November, 1896. From a pho- 
tograph given the Society by 
Miss M. E. Smith, Durham. 
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The Corresponding Secretary recently 
visited Newport as a guest of our 
Vice-President, Mrs. Chadwick. Among 
others, the Nichols, Spencer, and Vernon 
houses were visited. These are fine speci- 
mens of colonial work, and it is to be 
hoped that this Society may eventually 
own all three. The sites of some old 
houses on Duke Street and of the Grant 
house on Hammett’s Court were also 
visited, but there was nothing left of 
these buildings mentioned in Isham and 
Brown’s “ Early Rhode Island Houses,” 
as still standing in 1895. 


The Corresponding Secretary also vis- 
ited Hartford and some of the surround- 
ing towns, such as Farmington, Berlin, 
Wethersfield, and South Glastonbury. 
Here, too, some of the houses mentioned 
only a few years since in Isham and 
Brown's book on ‘“ Early Connecticut 
Houses’’ have already disappeared, — 
among others the Patterson house at 
Berlin. Fortunately, the Hollister house 
at South Glastonbury is being excellently 
cared for at the moment. 
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Vice-Presidents : 


Massachusetts, 


Connecticut, 


‘Rhode Island, 
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Corresponding Secretary, 
Librarian, 


Director of Museum, 
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The Society will be glad to accept gifts of appropriate land or buildings, or to 
act as trustee of properties the preservation of which their owners may wish to 


safeguard. Correspondence is invited. 


The Society wishes to form a complete collection of views and accounts of all 
the notable old buildings and sites in New England. To accomplish this it must 
depend largely on gifts of photographs, drawings, engravings, picture postal cards, 
and books. All persons are urged to present such material to the Society. 
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England Antiquities 








